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The Mass, the Most August Act of Worship. 





oH MONG all the acts of worship that the Church renders 
i to God, none is more pleasing to Him and more 
ME 








beneficial to us than the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
§) For all other good works, though very salutary, have 
usually much that is imperfect about them. The sacrifice of the 
Mass, however, is not a human act, but a divine sacrifice which is 
accomplished by the supreme High Priest, Jesus Christ, and is 
offered in the most perfect manner to give supreme homage to the 
Blessed Trinity. In holy Mass the greatest mysteries take place: 
the personal presence of Christ is augmented, His Incarnation, 
passion and death are renewed, His blood is mystically shed, and 
is offered to His Heavenly Father as a true sacrifice of propitiation. 

From this most holy sacrifice, the Divinity receives more 
honor, praise, joy, thanksgiving and worship than from all the 
praises of the angels and the merits of the saints. _ If all penitential 
works and merits of all the saints were united and offered to God, 
this would be far less acceptable to Him, and would redound a 
great deal less to His honor and joy, than if one holy Mass were 
offered to Him, even by the least of His priests. 

In every Mass Christ descends from heaven, changes the host, 
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that is, the altarbread, into His body, and in the hands of the 
priest, as it were, becomes man anew. Before the consecration 
the priest has a host, mere bread, in his hands, but after the con- 
secration he has Christ in his hands. As soon as our Savior is 
present on the altar, He praises, honors, loves, thanks and gives 
infinite joy to His Heavenly Father; because the praise of God 
proceeds from Christ as easily and as necessarily as does the breath 
from man. Our Divine Savior does so especially for this reason, 
that His Father may be worthily loved and honored, for aside from 
the sacrifice of the Mass there is nothing in the world, whereby the 
Godhead can be praised and honored so much as It deserves. 
Christ has, therefore, instituted the Mass, that we might have a most 
efficacious means truly to praise and honor God as He deserves. 


In Our Stead. 


Our loving Savior praises, loves and honors His Father in all 
Masses, in our stead, in order to supply our deficiency and 
negligence in God’s service. 

Now if you offer to God the Father this praise, love and honor 
at the time of Mass, you give Him greater praise, love, honor and 
gratitude than has been or ever can be given Him by heaven and 
earth. If all your lifetime you had unceasingly praised, loved and 
thanked and honored God, this were no more in comparison to 
what you are indebted to the omnipotent God, than if you owed 
some one a thousand dollars and paid him only a penny. 

But that you may worship God worthily, and make up for all 
that you have neglected in serving Him, assist frequently at holy 
Mass and offer Him the praise, love, honor, gratitude and worship 
that Christ Himself renders in that Mass and in all other Masses 
the world over. You have a full right to make this offering to God 
as your own, because Christ does it for you when you assist at 
Mass, and presents it to you as your own acquired merit. 

Moreover, remember that Christ is the image of God and a 
mirror without blemish, as Holy Scripture says. As soon as Christ 
is present in the hands of the priest, God beholds Himself in this 
living mirror, and with inexpressible joy sees how glorious, beauti- 
ful, rich, omnipotent and infinite a God He is. Herein consists the 
true, essential happiness of God, and this contemplation of Himself 
gives Him infinitely greater joy, than all angels and saints can 
ever offer Him. If during the time of Mass you offer to God the 
Father His only-begotten Son, and place this divine mirror before 
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His eyes, you give Him incomparably more joy and bliss than the 
ignominy and grief you have caused Him by your sins. 


Renewal of Christ’s Passion. 


At every Mass the passion of Christ is renewed and represented 
to the Eternal Father as vividly as it once took place on Calvary. 
God the Father is as much pleased with this renewal as He was with 
the actual suffering of His Son, and is induced to show mercy to the 
world anew. 

Since the sacrifice of the Mass is a renewal of Christ’s passion, 
the passion on Mount Calvary must therefore again take place dur- 
ing Mass. As Christ prayed on the cross for His emenies, so He 
prays on every altar for His faithful, especially for those who are 
assisting at Mass. He shows to His Father His gaping wounds, tells 
Him of the torments He suffered, and offers Him His sacred blood, 
beseeching Him in consideration of all this to have mercy on sinners. 

On the cross our Savior shed His precious blood which flowed 
to the earth. In the sacrifice of the Mass, He sheds His blood in 
a mystic manner; it does not flow to the earth but upon the souls 
of those who are present, and cleanses all who are contrite, from 
their sins. On the cross Christ acquired infinite merits, but in the 
sacrifice of the Mass He distributes these merits and give them to 
each present, according to his worthiness, a part thereof. 

When you assist at Mass, be assured that Christ prays to 
His Heavenly Father for you, praises, loves, honors and thanks 
Him for you, intercedes for you, pays part of your debts, imparts 
to you some of His merits, increases in you His grace and your 
future glory; yea, He sprinkles your soul in a mystic manner with 
His blood, cleanses it from its stains and adorns it with His graces. 


Prayers during Time of Mass. 


From this you can realize how much better it is to pray during 
Mass than at any other time. If you pray in the church outside 
of the time of Mass, or at home, you merit no more than the value 
of your prayer. According as your intention is purer and your 
prayer more fervent, will you obtain more reward and will you the 
sooner obtain the desired grace. But if you pray at the time of 
Mass, you will find a treasure and become rich at once. For in 
each and every Mass you participate in the fruit of the bitter 
passion, and Christ presents you with a part of His merits. He 
gives you a greater or smaller portion, according to your greater 
or less fervor. But you never go away empty-handed. The merits 
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of Jesus Christ are like cash money, and you always pay therewith 
a great part of your debt, and expiate part of your purgatory. 

When you pray at other times, you usually pray alone, and 
this prayer on account of its imperfection is seldom very efficacious; 
but during Mass you do not pray alone, for many others pray with 
you and for you. First of all, the priest prays with you and for 
you, because every priest, when saying Mass, must pray several 
times for those who are present, and offer the holy sacrifice for 
their welfare. All the prayers that he says in the plural, in the 
name of many, are said for those who are present. And as the 
priest stands at the altar as an ambassador of the Church, yea, as 
the person of Christ, his prayer carries more weight with God and 
will more readily be granted. 

At every Mass thousands of angels are present, and at the 
consecration all these fall on their knees, so to say, and pray for 
grace for all Christians, especially for those who are present. 
Futhermore, Christ Himself prays for all the faithful, and for those 
who are assisting at Mass in particular, in just as powerful a manner 
as He prayed on the cross for His enemies. His wounds cry out 
for them with as many voices as there were wounds on His sacred 
body, and His blood with as many words as the drops that He 
shed. If, then, you have so many powerful intercessors, how could 
God the Father refuse your petitions providing what is asked be 
for your welfare? 

Lastly, you also pray for yourself and offer to God a gift that 
is more acceptable to Him than all the treasures of the world and 
of infinitely greater value than the grace you ask of Him. There- 
fore, God, who receives so much from you, will not let Himself be 
outdone in generosity, and will not refuse what you ask. 








Forgiveness of Sins. 

If you wish to obtain forgiveness of your sins and remission of 
your guilt, assist diligently at the holy sacrifice of the Mass and 
offer it together with the passion and death of Christ to God the 
Father. Our Lord said to St. Gertrude, “Every sinner, be he ever 
so heavily weighed down by the burden of his sins, may hope to 
obtain forgiveness, if he offers My guiltless suffering to My Heavenly 
Father.” If, then, the mere spiritual offering of the sufferings of 
Christ has so much potency, how efficacious must not the actual 
offering of it be? For in every Mass the mystically renewed suf- 
fering and the freshly shed blood of Christ which is present in the 
chalice, is offered by the hands of the priest. 
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In the holy sacrifice of the Mass you do not offer a human 
gift, but a divine treasure; for you offer the wounds of Christ, the 
blood of Christ, the sufferings of Christ, the merits of Christ, the 
humanity and divinity of Christ. All these are divine things, 
which infinitely outweigh all your guilt. In these you may place 
your trust, yes, in these you should place all your confidence. Our 
Divine Savior has suffered all this that we may obtain the forgive- 
ness of our sins. You may, therefore, be assured that there is no 
more efficacious means of expiation in the world than the sacrifice 
of the Mass. You may well believe that by assisting devoutly at 
one holy Mass, and offering it up to the Heavenly Father, you will 
expiate more guilt than by fasting all day on bread and water, 
scourging yourself to blood, and saying many psalms and litanies. 

Know, however, that through the sacrifice of the Mass, not 
all, but only part of your debt and the punishment you have de- 
served is paid for; because a holy Mass, as far as we are concerned, 
is not of infinite value, but of a certain finite worth. Neverthe- 
less, every holy Mass is like cash money, whereby we properly pay 
a portion of our debts. The more Masses you assist at, the more 
of your debts you pay, and the greater glory will you merit for 
heaven. ~ 

Endeavor, therefore, highly to esteem the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass, and assist thereat devoutly every day if possible. The hour 
you spend at Mass, is a golden hour. As the sun shines brighter 
than all the stars and is of great benefit to the world, so the devout 
hearing of Mass will profit you more than all your daily prayers 
and good works. By all your good works you please and honor 
God, but by every Mass you give Him infinite honor and please 
Him in a divine manner. 


Very Important. 


If you wish to derive much fruit from the sacrifice of the Mass, 
it does not suffice that during time of Mass you say only such 
prayers that do not belong to Mass, but you must adore Christ on 
the altar, offer Him to the Eternal Father and receive Him 
spiritually or still better in actual Communion. Let no prayer be 
so dear to you that on its account you would neglect these points, 
for you will indeed experience that it is by far more salutary and 
consoling, after the consecration to pour out your heart to our dear 
Lord, to unite yourself with Jesus on the altar and to glorify the 
Father, than if you say many psalms and prayers. Yes, it may 
truly be said that such affections and practices are as much more 
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preferable to other prayers not belonging to Mass, as gold is to 
copper. 

In conclusion let us not forget that the effects of holy Mass 
will be complete in us if we devoutly receive sacramental Com- 
munion during Mass. 





The Force of Example. 





HE pastor of a small town had noticed that for some time a 
lady of his parish daily assisted regularly at two Masses, that 
she frequently approached the holy table, and evenings also 

made visits to the Blessed Sacrament. This unusual zeal aston- 
ished him, and he wished to know the reason for it. 

“If you are of the opinion, Rev. Father,” she said, “that I now 
have more zeal and love for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, I 
am indebted for this grace, which I call my conversion, to Joseph, 
the poor carpenter, whom you well know. Three months ago, on 
a holyday, as I leisurely walked home from High Mass, this good 
man, who several days before had done some work for us, passed 
me, also coming from church. His face beamed with joy. ‘Well, 
Joseph,’ I said to him, ‘you seem very happy.’ 

“*To be sure, Madam,’ he replied, ‘I had great good fortune 
today, in fact, it made me forget all about my breakfast, or rather 
I willingly sacrificed it.’ 

“ “What good fortune?’ 

“*I was so fortunate as to assist at five holy Masses. On 
Sundays | always go to two Masses. After seven o’clock Mass, I 
take my breakfast, then I go back to High Mass and to the sermon. 
Today there were three strange priests here who said Mass; | did 
not like to miss any of them and felt greatly consoled in staying 
till all the Masses were over. You see, on Sundays, | try to com- 
pensate myself for what | must miss on weekdays on account of 
my work. I cannot go to Mass on weekdays but I always ask my 
guardian angel to assist in my stead, and | unite myself in spirit 
with the priest who says Mass. O how happy I should be if I 
could go to Mass every day. How happy you are, Madam, that 
you have the time!’ 

“These simple words of the pious laborer made a deep im- 
pression on me; they fell on my soul like a ray of light. To my 
confusion I confess that I had really never reflected on the greatness 
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and the infinite worth of the sacrifice of the Mass, in which our 
Lord daily descends from heaven, for love of us, to renew each 
time His great sacrifice of the cross. On account of my lack of 
lively faith, I seldom went to Mass on weekdays, although I could 
easily have done so without neglecting any of my duties. But that 
day I made the resolution never again to miss Mass without just 
cause, and ever more and more to prize this inexpressibly great 
gift, and to respond to the loving Heart of the Eucharistic God.” 


RAR 


The Craving of the Heart. 





T San Vittore on the coast of Sardinia there is a steep cliff, 

from the top of which one can see far out across the ocean. 

The legend says, that in holy season, a little old woman 

wrapped in a gray mantle may be seen sitting on the cliff, her 

gaze fixed steadfastly on the sea, and at last weeping and wailing 
she throws herself into the waves. 

A long time ago, say the people in those parts, an old woman 
lived there who with indescribable love was attached to her only 
son, who was a fisherman. As often as he went out in his fishing- 
craft, his mother climbed the steep cliff, and gazed after him, then 
sat down and watched for him long and anxiously until he re- 
turned. Once a storm came up suddenly while her son was far 
out at sea, his boat was hurled against a rock and shattered, and 
the fisherman drowned. 

Eight days and nights his poor old mother kept her watch on 
the cliff at the sea-shore, constantly gazing down to the waters, 
until her eyes grew dim, her mind became confused and darkened 
and finally with cries and lamentations she cast herself into the sea. 

Even more than this poor old mother does our Divine Savior 
in the Blessed Sacrament love you, “for if a mother should forget 
her infant,” says He, “yet will not I forget thee.” Already for 
more than 1900 years he abides silently on the cliff of the Church, 
hidden in the white mantle of the sacred host, and gazes upon His 
children who roam about on the sea of the world. He looks after 
you and waits for you and will remain there and keep on gazing 
and watching until the end of the world, until the last of His 
children shall have returned home. Oh, do not let Him wait so 
long, but come to Him often in Holy Communion! For as there 
is but one mother’s heart, so there is but one Heart of Jesus. 











Penance and Confession. 
According to the Doctrine of St. Thomas of Aquin. 


sees 4 N the Gospel of St. Matthew (iv. 17) we read: “From 
that time Jesus began to preach and to say: Do pen- 
Ke } ance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” — What 


is penance? Penance is a change of sentiment, a 
turning away from sin and a turning towards God. Penance is 
one of the moral virtues that strives to annihilate the evil of sin in 
one’s self and in others. 

But penance is also a sacrament of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Through the sacrament of penance the virtue of penance 
is completed. While the sacrament of penance is received from 
time to time, the virtue of penance, the penitential sentiments 
should continue all through life; for the sins we have committed 
should never please, but always displease us. Our Lord therefore 
admonishes us: “Unless you shall do penance, you shall all like- 
wise perish” (Luke xiii. 3). 

Without the virtue of penance and its completion in the sac- 
rament of penance there is no reconciliation between God and the 
sinner, that is, one who after baptism has committed mortal sin. 
Five things belong to the sacrament of penance, namely, 1. Ex- 
amination of conscience. 2. Contrition. 3. Purpose of amendment. 
4. Confession. 5. Satisfaction. 





Examination of Conscience—Penance of the Understanding. 


“Know thyself!” says an ancient proverb. Every conversion 
begins with a realization of the wrong done. How shall a sickness 
be cured, if it is not properly understood ? 

To examine one’s conscience is to think seriously on our sins 
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that we may truly know how we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed, and know them according to kind, number and circum- 
Stances, without making them appear smaller, or exaggerating 
them; either case were untrue. Two faults must therefore be 
guarded against : 

1. The conscience is in an improper condition if it is too 
wide; if it has, as it were, such large meshes, that even grave sins 
go through unnoticed. Christ rebuked the “blind” Pharisees, 
saying that they “swallow camels” (Matt. xxiii. 24). Such a wide 
and careless conscience is wanting in the fear of God; as it does 
not fear the all-knowing, just and chastising God, it presumptiously 
disregards grievous sins. The condition of such a conscience is 
indeed dangerous. 

2. The conscience is in an improper condition if it is too 
narrow and scrupulous. The narrow conscience is confused, re- 
served and in darkness. It is wanting in the light of the true way 
because it is wanting in humility and obedience. Only too often 
self-conceit and self-will lead it astray and into danger of falling into 
the first error. “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble” (James xiv. 6). — Scrupulosity may be caused also by 
some mental disorder. 

As every man should live in accordance with a proper con- 
science, it is his strict duty to rectify his conscience whenever it 
has fallen into error. 

The examination of conscience in case of frequent confessions 
should not be too lengthy, in order that the mind grow not weary 
and the heart cold, and finally there be no strength left to excite 
hearty sorrow and to make a firm purpose of amendment. The 
examination of conscience should be made with earnestness but 
calmly; a person who is excited is not capable to judge himself 


properly. 
Contrition — Penance of the Heart. 


Sin is a great evil. It is natural for man to bewail any evil 
that has come upon him. As the misery of sin effects the soul the 
most, the contrition and sorrow for sin must be a “pain of the 
soul.” The displeasure for sin is accordingly interior, but it may 
also effect the body and its senses, and manifest grief exteriorly. 
(The contrite publican strikes his breast; Peter wept bitterly.) 

What does contrition effect? It destroys the pride of the 
spirit, softens the hardness of the disposition and blots out the 
Stains of sin, or as St. Gregory the Great says, “Contrition is the 
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humbling of the spirit, annihilating sin between fear and hope.” 
Contrition is therefore absolutely necessary for conversion; without 
contrition there is no remission of sin. Only the contrite heart 
may cherish the hope of being regarded and again received by 
God’s mercy. “A sacrifice to God is an afflicted spirit: a contrite 
and humbled heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Ps. L. 19). 

There is a true and a false contrition. If any one deplores 
only the trouble and suffering he has caused himself by committing 
sin, as for example, sickness, loss, disgrace, etc., but is not willing 
to give up sin itself — the contrition of such a one is false. Even 
the damned howl on account of their punishment in hell; however, 
what they omit doing is this: they do not bewail their sins as 
offences of God; their will remains hardened in evil. True con- 
trition, on the other hand, turns away with grief and horror from 
all past wickedness, and in hope and love turns to God. 

However, the sorrow of penance should not offend against the 
cardinal virtue of temperance. “Blessed are they that mourn for 
they shall be comforted” (Matt. v.5). Proud-minded complaints 
or brooding despair are signs of a false contrition that will lead to 
death but not to life, as is exemplified by Cain and Judas. The 
words of the Apostle may be aptly applied here: “Be not sorrow- 
ful, even as others who have no hope” (1 Thess. iv. 12). There 
is no reason for despair, because, 

1. No sin is unpardonable. In the tenth article of the Creed, 
we believe in “the forgiveness of sins.” 

2. God’s mercy is greater than our sinfulness. “The Lord 
is compassionate, and merciful, long-suffering and plenteous in 
mercy” (Ps. cii. 8). 





Purpose of Amendment — Penance of the Will. 


True contrition urges one to make a firm purpose of amend- 
ment. “Contrition is a pain of soul and a detestation of the sins 
committed, with the firm purpose not to commit sin in future.” It 
is innate in man to flee whatever excites disgust or loathing, and 
to turn to what is good and healthful. “I will arise and will go to 
my father,” said the prodigal son (Luke xv. 18). — The purpose 
of amendment keeps three points in view and aims at, 

1. Ejecting the poison of sin by confession; 

2. Not committing grievous sin in future; and for this reason 

3. Avoiding the occasion that leads to sin, as, persons, 
places, etc. 

Whosoever does not wish to make use of these remedies, does 
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not wish to be healed; he has in reality no good resolution. Con- 
trition without purpose of amendment is a vain, lifeless contrition; 
it must be alive and active, it must apply an amending hand. Only 
if formed after this manner will it be a virtue of penance, and 
precedes as such the sacrament of penance. 


Confession — Penance of the Tongue. 


An illness is cured if it is removed. True penance looks 
about for a remedy whereby the evil of sin may be removed and 
exterminated. Sin will be blotted out if it is forgiven and remitted 
by God. Remission is effected in the sacrament of penance by 
the absolution of the priest. 

Christ being the Lord, it is indisputable that He has the right 
to determine definitely the way and manner in which our penance 
is to be performed. We read in St. John (Chap. xx. 22, 23), “Jesus 
breathed on them (the apostles) and said to them: Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive they are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” The 
Church therefore commands that “all the faithful who have reached 
the years of discretion, shall at least once a year confess all their 
sins sincerely to an authorized priest in private confession.” (4 Lat. 
Counc.) 

Which sins must be confessed? Strictly taken, only mortal 
sins, that is to say, all the sins that separate us from God and 
exclude us from the kingdom of heaven. As every mortal sin 
deserves this separation and enmity with God, it follows that every 
individual mortal sin must be repented of and confessed. The 
same is the case if we consider that confession is a tribunal of 
penance; the sinner should accuse himself, the confessor in the 
name of God should pronounce a just sentence; but neither were 
possible without the accusation of the sins. 

Finally, every mortal sin stands in need of its own individual 
remedy, just as every mortal illness does; for “the diseased eye,” 
says St. Jerome, “is not cured by the same remedy that heals the 
foot.” The most important part of the accusation is sincerity. 
Care must be taken not to consider mortal sins as venial, nor 
venial sins as mortal. 

Should it happen that a person has involuntarily forgotten a 
mortal sin, it would nevertheless be remitted, because it had been 
included in the contrition and purpose of amendment. But why 
must this sin be told in the next confession if one recalls it? Be- 
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cause Christ, our Lord, ordained that all mortal sins which the 
Christian has committed after baptism must be confessed, and 
thereby submitted to the binding and loosing authority of the 
Church. 


Satisfaction — Penance of Action. 


Every sin deserves its punishment: mortal sin an eternal, 
venial sin a temporal punishment. How can these punishments 
be expiated and atoned for? 

God’s sentence of eternal punishment can be revoked only by 
love of God in perfect contrition, and the reception of the sacra- 
ment of penance. Here the sinner is again justified by grace, and 
the sentence of the punishment of hell annulled: a benefit which 
cannot be paid for, and for which we are indebted to the sacrificial 
death of Christ. 

The temporal punishment, however, follows every sin inevita- 
bly; it usually remains after confession either wholly or partially. 
In this temporal punishment is included among other things, the 
remains of sins forgiven, such as, temptations, scrupulosity, inclin- 
ation and affection for sin, — all unpleasant things which can be 
lessened only by works of atonement and satisfaction. By the 
practice of the opposite virtues, this burdensome tendency of sin 
in man will become weaker and weaker. 

Satisfaction for temporal punishment has accordingly a two- 
fold object : 

1. It is to make atonement to the injured justice of God, and 
as such it is a means of chastisement. 

2. It is to better the condition of our soul and preserve it 
from additional sins; as such it is a healing remedy. 

Which works have satisfactory power? All those whereby 
something that is lawful is withdrawn from our sinful inclination. 
Whatever is unlawful, we are already bound to avoid, because it 
is prohibited by the command of God. Our voluptuous human 
nature will be restrained the most by such adts of virtue that resist 
the threefold concupiscence: avarice (possessions), sensuality 
(the body), pride (the spirit). For we read in 1 John ii. 16: “All 
that is in the world, is the concupiscence of the flesh, and the con- 
cupiscence of the eyes, and the pride of life.” 

1. Against sensuality are directed fasting and all corporal 
mortifications, labors and trials. 

2. Against avarice is employed almsgiving and all works of 
mercy, both spiritual and corporal. 
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3. Against pride is directed prayer, and every service that 
enhances the honor of God or novrishes the spirit of contrition. 

Moreover, temporal punishments due to sin can be atoned 
for by the various labors, sufferings and afflictions of life, if they 
are borne in accordance with God’s holy will and dispensation. 
“Father, not my will, but Thine be done” (Luke xxii. 42). 

When have these works of patience and devotion, of alms- 
giving and fasting a satisfactory value? If they are performed in 
divine love, that is, in the state of grace. If done in the state of 
mortal sin, they can have neither full value nor be entirely pleasing 
to God. 

Should the sinner on this account omit them? By no means, 
for these good works will obtain for him from God the grace of 
penance and conversion, whereby his sins and the eternal punish- 
ment will be remitted; this is a thousand times more necessary for 
him than the remission of temporal punishment. 

Can the Church of Christ aid us in expiating temporal pun- 
ishment? Certainly; this is done through indulgences, both plenary 
and partial. In order to gain indulgences, we must be in the state 
of grace and carefully perform the prescribed good works. Al- 
though the works that are prescribed may require but little exertion 
on our part, they are nevertheless of great value because they are 
performed in the name of the Church and in obedience to her. 


Confession of Devotion. 


There are many Christians, thanks be to God, among the laity 
as well as among religious, who from one confession to the next 
do not commit mortal sins, but have only venial sins to confess. 
A confession in which the penitent has only venial sins of which 
to accuse himself, is called a confession of devotion; for it is made 
more out of devotion than on account of a strict command. 

Venial sin does not constitute a separation from God, nor does 
it exclude anyone from heaven. It is only followed by temporal . 
punishment, either in this life or in purgatory; it is a delay in ob- 
taining new graces and Christian perfection. If venial sin is done 
away with by the zealous performance of good works, then the 
full lustre of virtue and love of God is at hand. This may be 
brought about everywhere, also outside of confession. 

What is the reason that the Church not only permits, but even 
recommends the confession of devotion to zealous Christians ? 

1. Because in the confession of devotion, venial sins as well 
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as their temporal punishment are more easily and more certainly 
expiated. 

2. Because every worthy reception of the sacrament of pen- 
ance imparts new graces and strength against what is evil. 

3. On account of the spiritual guidance; for without the aid 
of an experienced director of souls, a person may easily go astray. 
“Satan himself transformeth himself into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 
xi. 14). 

4. The testimony of many divines and the example of devout 
Christians verifies the fact that the confession of devotion is an 
excellent means for perfection; for it regulates the inclinations, 
corrects the faults, cleanses the soul, regulates the actions, confirms | 
virtue, increases grace and sanctifies life. 

These advantages, however, are only enjoyed by those who 
make a good confession of devotion. Contrition and purpose of 
amendment may never be wanting; because even when only 
venial sins must be confessed, these five points are always required 
for the sacrament of penance: Examination of conscience, contri- 
tion, purpose of amendment, confession and satisfaction. 

There is however, this difference between a confession of 
mortal sins and a confession of devotion: Mortal sins must 
be confessed, none may knowingly and voluntarily be omitted; 
but if there are only venial sins to be confessed, one sin may be 
confessed and forgiven even though the other was not confessed. 
In general it is advisable that the more important of one’s venial 
sins be made the object of one’s contrition and good resolution, or 
in case a person were so fortunate as not to have committed any 
special sin since the last confession, sins of one’s past life may be 
included in confession. Why? In order that the sacrament of 
penance which was instituted for the remission of sin, may never 
be administered in a vain and useless manner. 

Accusations in general terms, as for example, I could have 
loved God more, I was not sufficiently grateful towards God, etc., 
should not be made use of in confession. 

Holy Church has decided that for the gaining of all indul- 
gences, devotional confession made once a fortnight or once a 
month suffices for those who receive holy Communion daily or | 
almost daily. 


bien 


We kindly ask our readers, when sending names of new sub- 
seribers, always to state whether the magazine is desired in Eng- 
lish orp in German. 
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High Esteem for Mass and Holy Communion. 





In the “Catholic Missions” (No. 3, 1910), the Rev. Joseph 
Bernard, S.J., relates the following of the Christian Eskimos of 
King’s Island: 

“For eight months they are confined to their island-home by 
snow and ice. As no Catholic priest is stationed there, the chief 
goes round on Sunday morning ringing a bell, to summon the 
faithful to the little church. I was no little surprised to learn that 
they always come fasting to this simple Sunday service. When I 
inquired the reason for their doing so, I received the reply: ‘Be- 
cause the Eskimos of Nome and of Mary’s Igloo can receive our Lord 
every Sunday, and we can not; we therefore do at least what we 
can and remain fasting until after services.’ ” 

These simple people do this of their own accord, no priest has 
exhorted them to do so, but they realize the precious treasure of 
Holy Communion and the great value of spiritual Communion. 

Does not this example put to shame many a Christian who so 


easily neglects to go to Mass on Sunday, or so seldom approaches 
the holy table? 


GOLDEN LINKS. 


BY A BENEDICTINE FATHER. 


This attractive Prayer Book will appeal to both child and adult. 
It contains the essential prayers in simple and inspiring language, 
and besides a number of devotions for special seasons not found in 
other prayer books. Approved and recommended by Bishops and 
Priests. 

Handsomely printed and embellished with four most beautiful 
half-tone illustrations. 

White celluloid binding with fine chromo design on cover, 
gilt edges, round corners, metal clasp - - - $1.25 

French Morocco, gilt lettering and edges - - - -60 


Joy in God. 


Contents similar to those of ‘Golden Links,’’ but in vest 
pocket size. Attractively and durably bound in Morocco, with 
gilt title and edges - . - a - - $0.60 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ Clyde, Mo. 





i Kh Be J 
Mi 


H 


7 / Hii 

a f PE EY y 
Ag Eocene oS Qpene 

Si 7. whe \Siebes 


a OMe Be 
ay f vette oe 
GER ea LION 
MD — pro ER NON 


Mary Received into Heaven. 


As a Catholic It Is Easy to Die. 


El N 1846, Peter H. Burnett, a United States lawyer, be- 





came a convert to the Catholic faith. Twenty years 

later he wrote a book giving his reasons for taking this 

Step. After a beautiful eulogy to the Catholic Church, 

he writes: “No wonder, that it is so difficult to convert a Catholic 

to Protestantism, even in the vigor of life, and so very difficult a 

matter in the hour of his death, that, in fact, it never occurs. Not 
a single case is known in which a Catholic changed his faith on 

his deathbed, while thousands of Protestants have done so. In that 

dreadful hour, when eternity unrolls its endless situation before the 

dying gaze, then, ah, then, no Catholic cares to change his faith.” 

Why will no Catholic when dying change his faith? Why do 

so many, who had ceased to be practical Catholics and had lived 
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as enemies of the Church, in time of serious illness, wish to return 
to the faith of their childhood and of their first Holy Communion? 
Ah, it is so easy to die in the shadow of our holy Church! 

Melanchthon was one of Luther’s helpers in the so-called 
Reformation. When his aged mother came to die, she inquired of 
her son whether she ought to die in the old or the new faith. 
And he wrote back to her, “Mother, in the Protestant faith it is 
easier to live, but in the Catholic faith it is easier to die.” 

Our Church is often reproached that she does nothing for the 
temporal welfare of man, and consoles a person only with specula- 
tion and eternity. This reproach, however, is unfounded. Cer- 
tainly the Church admonishes us not to forget, amid the cares of 
this life, our end and aim; she teaches us so to make use of these 
temporal goods as not to lose those which are eternal; she tells us 
again and again that we have no abiding place here below, but 
must seek a better home. And in the midst of our bright and 
cheerful hours, in the overflowing joys of youthful life, she calls 
out to us this wise admonition, “In all thy works remember thy 
last end, and thou shalt never sin.” Thus she keeps us mindful of 
death even in the days of health. 

True it is that she inspires us to seek what is above. “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His justice; what doth it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul.” 
She never tires to remind us always to be ready, to beware of 
committing mortal sin, and to preserve sanctifying grace. She 
teaches us that the good deeds we do in the state of mortal 
sin, can lay no claim to a reward in heaven. She admonishes us 
to live in peace with God, to sanctify all our works by referring 
them to Him and making a good intention; she teaches us to 
embrace and love the cross, and to praise God’s Providence even 
in the most oppressive hours, in misfortune, sickness and death. 


Confession and Viaticum. 


But when one of her children is sick, when the illness becomes 
fatal, when Death with his scythe rises upon life’s horizon, rattles 
the door of the sick-room and demands admission, then the 
solicitude and love of holy Mother Church is truly touching. The 
priest, is called, that he may reconcile the soul with God and bless 
its exit from this life. The minister of God comes--perhaps in 
the darkness of midnight, through storm and snow, —he comes 
with our Lord resting on his heart, and with the greeting, “Peace 
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be to this house,” he steps into the sick-room. The assembled 
dear ones pray the rosary together, and the patient makes his last 
confession. — Deep contrition takes possession of his soul: “Lord, 
be merciful to me a sinner,” — and the priest in the name of God 
pronounces the word of grace: “I absolve you from your sins.” — 
The grace of God and peace and love pass into that cleansed soul 
like a breath of spring. 

Impressive is the moment when the members of the family 
kneel around the sick-bed, weeping and sobbing, while the priest 
administers the Holy Viaticum to the tarrying soul as a sacred fare 
for her passage into eternity. — “Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world.” — “Receive, brother, sister, the 
Viaticum of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He may preserve thee from 
the malignant enemy and bring thee to life everlasting!” 


The Sacrament of the Dying. 


But herewith the maternal love of Holy Church is not yet 
exhausted. She proceeds to strengthen and sanctify the reconciled 
soul for its last, fearful hour. She is mindful of the words of Holy 
Scripture: “Is any man sick among you, let him bring the priests 
of the Church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of our Lord; and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick man, and the Lord shall raise him up, and if he be in sins, 
they shall be forgiven him.” 

Any person who is frequently present at the death of others, 
knows what an awful struggle, what anguish and terror, what a 
dreadful agony must often be undergone in the hour of death. 
And for this supreme hour, God in His infinite mercy has given us 
a wonderful sacrament, extreme unction. 

The catechism says, extreme unction blots out the remaining 
sins (which the sick person is unable to confess), strengthens the 
soul in suffering, and especially in its last agony. Yes, Goethe is 
right in saying, that when all guarantee of this world vanishes, the 
Church gives a guarantee of a blissfull eternity; yea, her loving 
solicitude goes still further. She imparts to the sick person the 
indulgence for the dying, that is to say, she grants a remission of 
all the temporal punishments due to sin, and renders the soul fit 
to behold God in Beatific Vision. 

It is on account of the last sacraments of the Church, that 
Catholics as a rule die so peacefully and resigned. —- In a Protestant 
official record we read: An aged Protestant, who for years had 
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attended the sick in a large hospital of Berlin, one day called on 
a Catholic priest, and requested to be received into the Church. 
Being asked his reasons for taking this step, he replied: “I under- 
stand nothing about the difference in doctrine between the Catholic 
and Protestant religion; but one thing I have learned. I have 
nursed hundreds of patients in the hospital and saw many die. 
Among them were people of all religions and creeds. But those 
who died the most peaceful and happy, were usually Catholics, 
and on that account I feel convinced that the religion in which it 
is easiest to die must also be the best.” 

Years ago, a Turkish girl, in the city of Serajewo, was very ill, 
and asked to be a Catholic. When questioned as to her reason, she 
replied that the Catholics whom she knew at the hospital, were so 
peaceful and resigned when dying; the Catholic religion must 
surely be the true religion, and for this reason she desired to die 
as a Catholic. 

A Protestant physician declared that it was a remarkable fact 
that in his many years of extensive practice, he always noticed 
that Catholics die much more peacefully and resigned than 
non-Catholics. Even those who at first rebelled against the divine 
decree, — after the priest had visited them, met their death calmly 
and submissively. Easy indeed is it, therefore, for a Catholic to 
die! 

The Catholic Priest the Friend and Consoler 
of the Dying. 


Even after the last sacraments have been received, the Church 
does not abandon her beloved children, the sick. Frequently the 
priest appears as a consoling angel at the bedside of the sufferer. 
He teaches him the art of transforming his sufferings, his sickness, 
his hours of agony into eternal treasures of which death can no 
more rob him. Every action, however trifling, done in love of God, 
every pain, great or small, endured in love of the crucified Savior, 
becomes for him the price wherewith to purchase eternal happiness. 

And when death approaches, when the heart is oppressed and 
faint, we Catholics again call the priest. And hecomes. Day and 
night he is ready to give his services, sacrificing his rest, shrinking 
from neither storm nor distance. Ah, the Catholic priest is the 
friend and consoler of the dying. See, there he stands at the 
death-bed, wearing a violet stole. He has just given the last abso- 
lution to the departing soul; he stoops over the dying person, and 
with the candle of faith, illumines his passage into the abyss of 
death, he speaks to him of a blissful consummation, of a happy 
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reunion with his dear ones, of the Heavenly Mother so sweet 
and loving. 

And now the last struggle has come, — the angel of death 
hovers near. Slowly the priest pronounces the last blessing: “De- 
part, Christian soul, out of this world, in the name of God, the 
Father Almighty, who created thee; in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Son of the living God, who suffered for thee; in the name of 
the Holy Ghost, who sanctified thee... Christ Jesus deliver thee 
from death... May He absolve thee from all thy sins... May it be 
thy happy lot to behold thy Redeemer face to face...” 

A last deep sigh... the weary soul departs... the priest ac- 
companies it to the throne of God and sends after it the last farewell | 
of this earth. .. “Come to his assistance now, all ye saints of God; 
meet him, all ye angels of the Lord, receive his soul, presenting it 
in the sight of the Most High. .. Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.” 

The priest sprinkles the corpse with holy water, and the 
death-chamber is filled with devout persons praying for the de- 
parted. Yes, it is beautiful to die a Catholic! 

And the Church even blesses the grave. After the lifeless 
body has been lowered into the ground, a seed-kernel as it were of 
the resurrection, the priest sprinkles holy water on the coffin and 
prays, “May the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost refresh your 
soul with heavenly dew.” 

The fragrance of incense fills the last, silent dwelling of the 
dead, and the priest says in the name of the Church, “May the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, rejoice your soul with 
heavenly fragrance.” 

Three times he drops earth upon the coffin: “Out of the earth 
Thou hast formed me, — with flesh Thou didst clothe me, — God, 

Redeemer, call me on the day of resurrection.” 

“The sign of the Redeemer, of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in 
this sign hath redeemed thee, be signed over thee! Peace be 
with thee!” — 

The mournful strains of the organ resound through the house 
of God: Requiem aeternam, eternal rest give to him, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon him! Vested in black, the priest 
Steps to the altar and offers to the just God, a sacrifice of infinite 
worth for the departed soul. 

And after years and years have passed over your silent grave, 
after friends and relatives have long since forgotten you, —the 
Church has not forgotten you; she still remembers you in her 
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prayers at the altar. On All Souls’ Day the children of the Church 
visit the cemetery in solemn procession, and pray there also for 
you. And priests the world over, offer on this day the holy Sacrifice 
on our altars for all poor souls. Ah, the Church has not forgotten 
you, — for years she still sends greetings from this world, across to 
the silent, dear land of souls to the shores of our eternal home. 
Ah, it is grand, it is beautiful to die a Catholic! What a grace, 
what happiness to be a Catholic! 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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An Unworthy Communion. 





A shuddering occurrence took place in a parish about eight 
years ago on the occasion of a First Communion celebration. The 
pastor, the Rev. P. Nicholas Rauh, O.S.B., relates the incident as 
follows: 

“I was distributing Holy Communion to the first communicants 
all of whom received our Lord with reverence and devotion. I 
passed from child to child, placing the sacred host on the tongue 
of each. But just as I had given the Body of the Lord to one little 
boy, he immediately put his fingers in his mouth, took out the 
sacred host and gave it back to me; at the same time he trembled 
violently and said, ‘I am receiving Communion unworthily.’ 

“For a moment I was paralyzed with terror at what I saw and 
heard. But our Lord quickly restored my composure. I took 
back the sacred host already moistened through with saliva and 
putting it in a sacred vessel, placed it in the tabernacle. I ordered 
the child to kneel to one side and keep the fingers with which he 
had touched the Body of the Lord tightly closed. 

Then I continued to distribute Holy Communion to the rest. 
When Mass was over, I took the boy with me to the sacristy, and 
after washing his fingers in order that no particle of the sacred host 
might be desecrated, I questioned him in a kind and loving manner. 

The poor boy, still trembling, now told me that in confession 
he had concealed a mortal sin; still he wanted to go to Commun- 
ion with the rest. But as soon as I had placed our dear Lord on 
his tongue, he felt a sharp pain as though his tongue was burnt, so 
that he had to remove the sacred host. 

He begged me to tell this occurrence to the other children, in 
order that none might dare, as he did, to approach the holy table 
in the state of mortal sin. 

With deep sorrow for his crime, he begged permission to go 
immediately to confession, which of course I joyfully granted him. 
The next day he received Holy Communion with fervent devotion 
and full of gratitude towards God. 


Many of our readers send their subseription to ‘‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’ in stamps. As we cannot dispose of the stamps, 
kindly remit by registered letter, Express or P. 0. Money Order, 
or Check. 
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Trust in God. 





The author of “Zeit and Kirche” relates the following : 

I know a devout and intelligent man who is poor in temporal 
goods, but has been blessed with many children. On one occasion 
being asked whether he did not worry about the future of his chil- 
dren, especially should he be taken from them, the good man 
replied: “I am not at all worried on account of my children. My 
father is a multi-millionaire, and if they trust in him, they will get 
along all right.” In great astonishment the questioner quickly 
asked where his father lived and who he was. The man replied: 
“My father lives in heaven; he is the good God. He takes care 
of His children and of mine.” 


“Father I Should Not Like to Die with You.” 





Sa) HE home of a farmer at A... is overcast with gloom 
y, and sadness, for the only child is lying fatally ill, and 

y, the doctor has given up all hope of recovery. In her 
DN excessive grief and anguish, the mother weeps cease- 
lessly, and wringing her hands, raises them towards the image of 
the Crucified, imploring grace and mercy and help for her darling 
son, her only treasure on earth. But the people of the village 
shake their heads and say, “It is the judgment of God upon the 
father, the blasphemer and drunkard, who calls forth the vengeance 
of God a hundred times a day!” 

The farmer was going about the house like a mad man, horri- 
ble curses and blasphemies fell from his lips, nor did he hesitate to 
pour forth his blasphemies even in the room where his boy lay 
dying. At the same time he continued to have frequent recourse 
to his liquor as though trying to stifle his conscience and his misery. 

In this condition, cursing and blaspheming, he had again 
Stepped to the bedside of his child, and bending over him, was 
overcome with wild grief. 

“Joseph,” he cried out, “if you are going to die, take me along, 
for I don’t care to live any longer without you!” 

Thereupon the dying child raised himself up. 

“Father,” he said to the wretched man, in a tone that penetrat- 
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ed to the very marrow of his bones, “Father, I should not like to 
die with you!” Then the child sank back on his pillow. 

His father started up and reeled into a chair as though struck 
by lightning. These words from the lips of his eight year old, only 
son, struck him with crushing force. For along time he sat there, 
his head buried in his hands, then he walked about, mute, almost 
in despair. He saw his child receive extreme unction, he saw his 
last parting gaze, heard his last sigh; he saw him laid out and like 
one ina trance followed the coffin to the grave. No one dared to 
say a word of consolation to him except his pastor. This worthy 
priest paid him a visit the day after the funeral. The man sobbed 
aloud in his excessive grief. 

“I cannot banish it from my mind. Wherever I am, this awful 
reproach resounds in my ears: ‘Father, I should not like to die with 
you!” My own child has pronounced me a castaway; there is no 
hope for me.” 

“Your child has entered into the glory of heaven,” replied the 
priest gently. “With the clear vision of one standing on the brink 
of eternity, he recognized that the portals of heaven are closed to 
one who curses and blasphemes, and for this reason he spoke these 
earnest words to you. But you can procure for yourself as happy 
an hour of death as your child had, if you will break yourself of this 
evil habit, and nothing will then interfere with your future union 
with your son.” 

Thus spoke the venerable priest in an exhorting, consoling 
manner, and his words fell on good soil; from the lips of the 
farmer never again fell a word of blasphemy or of cursing. Years 
afterwards he confessed that the words of his dying son had 
rung in his ears a long, long time like the trumpet of the last 
judgment, and that even now it often seems to him that he still 
hears them. 

What an earnest admonition for those who are given to the 
evil habit of cursing. The child beheld, by the light of eternity, 
the strict judgment that would be held over those who already on 
earth perform the office of the rebrobate in hell, namely, to curse 
and blaspheme God. May the Lord grant them all the grace of 
conversion while there is still time.— And if you, dear reader, 
should hear anyone curse, make atonement to our Lord by pray- 
ing in silence: “Praised and adored be the Most Blessed Sacrament 
of the altar!” 
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Remember the Poor Souls. 





OT far from the shores of the Danube, a neat little 
W village nestles among the mountains. Its pretty houses 
and especially the beautiful parish church which is 
mad visible a long ways off, seem inviting to the passing 
tourists, and extend to them a friendly greeting. The village has 
therefore become a favorite pleasure resort for the city folk. And 
what renders the spot still more attractive, is the circumstance that 
it borders on a large forest, which for miles extends over mountains 
and valleys, and affords to lovers of nature, a most pleasant 
recreation. The services at the old parish church are conducted 
by Capuchin Fathers. 

Several years ago a happy party of six gentlemen and four 
ladies made an excursion to this place, in order to enjoy the brac- 
ing mountain air and thoroughly to explore the surroundings of 
which they had heard so much. Every evening while taking their 
supper together they arranged their program for the next day; 
and usually it was carried out exactly if the weather and circum- 
stances were favorable. Thus it was proposed one evening to take 
a trip through the great, beautiful forest the following afternoon, 
and if possible to cut directly through to the other side. The 
proposal was unanimously accepted, and all were anticipating a 
pleasant time. 

The next morning they assisted at holy Mass as usual, during 
which they recommended themselves and their dear ones at home 
to the protection of Divine Providence, and prayed that God 
might mercifully guide them and protect them from all dangers of 
soul and body. As the Mass was a Requiem, they prayed with 
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special fervor for the souls in purgatory, and also asked these 
friends of God for their powerful intercession in their spiritual 
and temporal needs. 

When leaving the church, they stepped a few minutes into the 
little parlor next to the sacristy, where a priest of the Order, a 
Capuchin Father, was laid out. He had died on the day previous, 
and the expression of blissful peace on his countenance resembled 
that of a person having fallen into a gentle slumber after his day’s 
work was ended. Touched at the sight of the simple, unadorned 
coffin in which the priest was resting, and their minds occupied 
with their own departure from this world which sooner or later 
must come to each, they knelt down and prayed earnestly and 
fervently for the repose of the deceased, then sprinkled the corpse 
with holy water. 

At the appointed hour, 3 P. M., all came together at the place 
designated. The march began, and soon the grand, majestic 
forest-dome received the gladsome tourists into its shady embrace. 
Towards six o’clock they halted for a short rest, then slowly 
proceeded on their way. It was past seven o’clock when the sky 
had gradually become clouded, which, however, on account of the 
deep shadows of the trees had not been noticed. In another half 
hour it had grown totally dark, a strong wind blew, and a storm 
arose. The gigantic trees bent under the gale, large drops of rain 
fell, soon followed by a terrible down pour. 

The deplorable situation of the party can easily be imagined — 
without wraps or umbrellas, or shelter of any kind; singly they 
Stood beside the tall trees, trembling with fear and shivering with 
cold. The darkness became so dense, that before long they could 
not see one another anymore, and as they were all scattered apart 
they could come to no decision as to what should be done. For 
more than an hour they were already standing there in the rain and 
storm, chilled through, and still no prospect of the weather clearing 
up or of rescue. Their condition was really a desperate one. 
What should be done now? A courageous member of the party 
went from tree to tree and by much shouting got the party 
together, and urged them to continue their journey, even should it 
require the greatest effort, as to stand still in their drenched 
condition would be to endanger the lives of each and every one of 
them. Moreover, the grewsome flashes of lightning threatened 
every moment to strike the big trees against which they leaned. So 
groping their way further from tree to tree, they moved on 
through the frightful darkness. 
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All at once one of the ladies stopped and said faintly: “For 
God’s sake, a feeling of terror comes over me; I fear we shall 
all perish miserably tonight; what a terrible disaster! O God, be 
merciful to us sinners! Follow me and join me in praying for the 
poor souls, that through their intercession they may save us from 
our imminent peril, otherwise our last hour has come!” 

All obeyed her exhortation, and from their inmost heart prayed 
aloud three Our Fathers and three Hail Marys for the souls of the 
faithful departed. Then, faint and exhausted, they dragged them- 
selves along for some time, when suddenly a voice from the distance 
shouted out: “Halt! For God’s sake, halt, or you will all be lost!” 

They stood as though riveted to the spot. The leader of the 
sad procession saw at a little distance, a priest, clad in the habit of 
a Capuchin, who held out a small light towards them. 

“Look here,” said the stranger, “the frightful precipice toward 
which you are going! A few moments more, and you all would 
have disappeared in the abyss. There! Raise your eyes on high! 
Behold how the beautiful heavens are again becoming visible, and 
the moon and stars are ready to guide you onward. Over there 
to the right lies your path, which will soon conduct you to human 
habitations. Now go in the name of God.” 

As though speechless and benumbed at what they heard and 
saw, the little party remained motionless. Finally one of them 
ventured to ask: “But tell us, Father, what brought you into the 
forest this dark, stormy night? Are you perhaps bearing the last 
consolations of the Church to asick person? Or has possibly our 
contrite prayer found favor in the eyes of God, and have you come 
to rescue us ?” 

The venerable priest, his countenance transfigured, his hands 
folded devoutly, and looking up to heaven, replied: “My beloved 
friends in Christ, you will recall that this morning at holy Mass 
you included the souls in purgatory and called on God for mercy 
and consolation for them. Besides you all prayed fervently this 
morning at the coffin of a priest who had been called into eternity. 
In answer to your devout and humble prayer, God in His goodness 
and mercy has opened the portals of heaven to this monk and has 
bestowed on him the crown of the elect. I myself am he whom 
you released, and the Author of all good has commissioned me to 
thank you personally, and at the same time to rescue you from a 
frightful death. Praised be the Lord of hosts!” And the messen- 
ger of heaven vanished. 

At this moment a bright ray of light illumined the path which 
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the terrified party had to go. Blessing the ways of Divine Provi- 


dence, the party arrived about midnight at the lonely house of a 
forester, where they were kindly received and refreshed. 


Forgotten Mass Intentions. 





nes (1849 — 1877), it occurred that a certain priest died 

in his diocese. Two priests, friends of the deceased, took 
charge of the remains and the body was laid out in the parish 
church. The parochial residence being small, one of the priests 
was obliged to sleep in the bed where his friend had died. That 
night at about twelve o’clock, the deceased appeared tohim. The 
priest fled from the apparition into the room of his Reverend friend. 
The next day a number of other priests arrived, the supposed ap- 
parition was discussed, and the frightened priest made sport of. 
The bishop also came there. In order not to be accused of coward- 
ice, the priest offered to sleep another night in the bed of the 
deceased. At midnight the apparition again stood by his bedside. 
Again the terrified priest rushed out of the room, and this time 
took refuge in the bishop’s apartment and related to him all that 
had happened. 

The bishop then requested the priest to remain and occupy 
his room and bed for the rest of the night, while he himself went 
to the room of the deceased. The apparition once more made its 
appearance, and the bishop summoning up courage asked what 
was desired. The deceased answered, that he had received thirty 
intentions for Masses which had not yet been said; they were writ- 
ten on a sheet of paper which would not easily be found. As soon 
as these intentions should be discovered and the Masses said, he 
could enter heaven. In reply to the bishop’s inquiry as to where 
this paper might be, the deceased said that he had permission to 
reveal this. It would be found in the bookcase above his table, on 
the second shelf, the third book from the right; the intentions were 
written on a blank page towards the end of the book. The 
bishop promised to have the Masses said. 

He then assembled all the priests that were in the house and 
in their presence found the notice. They then divided the promised 
Masses among themselves. The whole affair made such an im- 
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pression on the bishop that he afterwards ordered the priests of his 
diocese, to write all their Mass intentions in a special book which 
each one should leave lying by itself upon his desk. 

Another example of Masses that had been promised but not 
celebrated, I relate from my own experience, writes P. F. Fr. When 
making my novitiate at Bornhofen on the Rhine, about the end of 
the year 1851 or the beginning of 1852, the Schleswig-Holstein war 
had not long been brought toa close. During this war a priest of the 
diocese of Treves, had volunteered to accompany the army as 
chaplain. He was never heard of afterwards. It happened one 
day in the school of St. Castor at Coblence, which was under the 
direction of the Christian Brothers, that one of the boys instead of 
taking his place as usual remained standing in front of his desk. 
Upon being questioned as to the reason he answered, “A gentleman 
in black is sitting there.” The Brother said nothing more but the 
next day when the occurrence was repeated, the Brother urged the 
boy to take his seat. The boy took hold of the man’s arm and his 
hand was burned. 

Sceptical persons in the city declared that the boy had lost his 
mind. Physicians examined him and found that his hand was 
really burned. The third day the man in black was again sitting 
in the boy’s seat. But the Brother had scarcely uttered the words: 
“Say to him, ‘all good spirits praise their Lord, what is your desire?’” 
when the priest answered, “Three Masses.” The Masses were said 
by the priests of the parish. The fourth day the apparition was 
seen once more, but was now bright. Having expressed his grati- 
tude, he bowed and was seen no more. Then it was asked and 
wondered at who this strange clergyman could have been. It 
was remembered that the apparition resembled the priest who had 
gone to Schleswig-Holstein and had mysteriously disappeared. 


The Poor Souls Can Help. 





Often the question has been asked whether the poor souls in 
purgatory can help us. Why not? St. Alphonsus Liguori says: 
“It is probable that we can also ask the souls in purgatory for their 
prayers; for it is credible that God lets them know of our prayer, 
in order that these holy souls may also pray for us, and thus 
between them and us there may bea union of love and mutual 
intercession.” 
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The learned P. Suarez, S. J., who died in the odor of sanctity, 
expresses himself similarly, saying: “These souls are holy, and 
therefore greatly loved by God. They also love us with a perfect 
love, and know, in general at least, the dangers we are in, and how 
much we stand in need of God’s help. They will certainly pray 
for us, even though they must yet make atonement for their own 
guilt. We in this world can likewise pray for one another, although 
we are still great debtors towards God. Moreover, the Fathers 
who were resting in the bosom of Abraham, prayed for the living, 
as is mentioned by the Prophet Jeremias and the high priest 
Onias.” 

The renowned Cardinal Bellarmine expresses himself in almost 
the same manner. St. Catherine of Bologna says that whenever 
she wished a special grace, she had recourse to the poor souls, and 
then always obtained what she had asked for. She even asserts that 
many graces that she could not obtain through the intercession of 
the saints, were granted her when she called on the souls in purga- 
tory. 
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